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SUMMER READING LIST
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING

8™ GRADE
HADLEY JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL

Center Field

By Robert Lipsyte (realistic)

Mike lives for baseball and hopes to follow his idol
into the major leagues one day, but he is distracted
by a new player who might take his place in center
field, an ankle injury, problems at home, and a
growing awareness that something sinister is
happening at school.

Summer | turned Pretty

By Jenny Han (realistic)

Belly spends the summer she turns sixteen at the
beach just like every other summer of her life, but
this time things are very different.

Fat Kids Rule the World

By K.L. Going (realistic)
Seventeen-year-old Troy, depressed, suicidal, and
weighing nearly 300 pounds, gets a new perspective
on life when a homeless teenager who is a genius
on guitar wants Troy to be the drummer in his rock
band.

The Last Summer of the Death

Warriors
By Francisco X Stork (realistic)
Seventeen-year-old Pancho is bent on avenging the
senseless death of his sister, but after he meets
D.Q. who is dying of cancer, and Marisol, one of
D.Q.'s caregivers, both boys find their lives changed
by their interactions.

Unwind

By Neal Shusterman (science fiction)

In a future world where those between the ages of
thirteen and eighteen can have their lives "unwound"
and their body parts harvested for use by others,
three teens go to extreme lengths to uphold their
beliefs--and, perhaps, save their own lives.

Divergent

By Veronica Roth (science fiction)

In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior
must choose among five predetermined factions to
define her identity for the rest of her life, a decision
made more difficult when she discovers that she is
an anomaly who does not fit into any one group, and
that the society she lives in is not perfect after all.

Between Shades of Gray

By Ruta Sepetys (historical fiction)

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and
brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by
Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father
is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she
fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the
thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on
Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family,
includes a historical note.

Fallen

By Lauren Kate (fantasy)

Suspected in the death of her boyfriend, seventeen-
year-old Luce is sent to a Savannah, Georgia,
reform school where she meets two intriguing boys
and learns the truth about the strange shadows that
have always haunted her.

The Body of Christopher Creed
By Carol Plum-Ucci (mystery)

Torey Adams, a high school junior with a seemingly
perfect life, struggles with doubts and questions
surrounding the mysterious disappearance of the
class outcast.

Daughter of Smoke and Bones
By Laini Taylor (paranormal romance)
Seventeen-year-old Karou, a lovely, enigmatic art
student in a Prague boarding school, carries a
sketchbook of hideous, frightening monsters--the
chimaerae who form the only family she has ever
known.

Iceman

By Chris Lynch (realistic)

Fourteen-year-old Eric, a ruthless hockey player
prone to violence on the ice, tries to reconcile his
own needs with those of his parents.

Why We Broke Up

By Daniel Handler (realistic)

Sixteen-year-old Min Green writes a letter to Ed
Slaterton in which she breaks up with him,
documenting their relationship and how items in the
accompanying box, from bottle caps to a cookbook,
foretell the end.

Summaries from Novelist
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