
   

Mobile Classroom Information Sheet: 
 
1. Building issues: 

 
a. Structural systems: 

 
Mobile classrooms are built to a less stringent structural code due to the 
temporary nature of the facility. Mobiles rest on concrete piers and are 
strapped-down to the piers with steel ties. The building must be securely 
anchored to the foundation to withstand the wind load as described in ASCE 
7-95. 
 
Also, the wood-framed mobiles typically rest on either steel I-beam frames or 
steel joist/outrigger frames. The space below the mobiles is not conditioned or 
ventilated, sometimes causing corrosion to occur on steel framing members. 
 

b. Construction: 
 
Mobile classrooms are typically built out of ordinary/combustible wood frame 
construction as opposed to masonry/steel non-combustible (sprinklered) 
construction typically used for new school buildings. 
 

c. Fire walls: 
 
Because the mobile classrooms are built out of combustible material, the 
mobiles must be located at least 30 feet from adjacent building(s) or separated 
from adjacent buildings by a two-hour fire wall. 
 

d. Rodents: 
 
Because the mobiles are elevated, the cavity below the mobiles attracts 
rodents. Regular extermination is required. 
 

e. Plumbing: 
 
None of the mobile classrooms have indoor plumbing. Students must exit the 
mobiles and use the facilities in the existing building. 
 

f. Accessibility: 
 
Because the mobiles are elevated two to three feet above grade, lengthy 
ramps are require to provide wheelchair accessibility. 
 

2. Useful life of a mobile classroom: 
 

a. The useful life of a mobile classroom is approximately 10-15 years, depending 
on maintenance, weather and usage patterns. Carpet, roofing and finishes are 
not designed for long-term usage. 
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b. Mechanical/ventilation systems for mobile classrooms are similar to residential 
mechanical/ventilation systems. The useful life of a mobile classroom 
mechanical/ventilation system is approximately 10-15 years. Indoor air quality 
must be monitored. 
 

3. 23 Illinois Administrative Code 180, Section 180.230, Certificate of Occupancy for a 
Temporary Facility guidelines:  
 

a. When requested to do so, a regional superintendent shall issue a one-year 
certificate of occupancy for a temporary facility, allowing use of a facility that 
does not comply with all the requirements of this Part, provided that all the 
following requirements are met.  

i. Use of the facility is necessary to meet a temporary need of the school 
district, as verified by the regional superintendent.  

ii. The school board presents a plan either for replacement of the 
temporary facility with a facility meeting the requirements of this 
Part or for the elimination of the temporary need upon which the 
request is based. The school board’s plan includes positive action 
to accomplish this end within a specified period of time, during 
which the certificate may be annually renewed.  

iii. The facility has been surveyed by a licensed design professional, 
whose report is attached identifying the respects in which the facility 
fails to comply with the requirements of this Part and certifying that such 
noncompliance does not jeopardize the general health and safety of the 
students and others who occupy the facility. 

iv. If the facility is a premanufactured unit such as a mobile home, trailer 
unit, or other, similar structure, the application shall include evidence 
that all of the following conditions exist:  

1. The facility has received the seal of approval issued by the 
Illinois Department of Public Health pursuant to the 
Manufactured Housing and Mobile Home Safety Act [430 ILCS 
115];  

2. The facility is anchored as specified in the Illinois Mobile Home 
Tiedown Act [210 ILCS 120];  

3. The facility is separated from other buildings by the distance 
required pursuant to the standards referenced in Section 180.60 
of this Part; and  

4. The facility is connected to the fire alarm system and intercom or 
telephone system of a nearby school building, if such a system is 
present.  
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